In collaboration with the Penicillin Panel, Subcommittee on Venereal Diseases of the National Research Council, the Army, Navy, and U. S. Public Health Service are conducting studies to evaluate the effects of penicillin in the treatment of syphilis. The evidence accumulated to date indicates that penicillin has definite value in the treatment of this disease. In the Army, two treatment centers have been established, one at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and the other at Camp Howze, Texas, where, under the supervision of specially qualified personnel, individuals with early syphilis are treated with penicillin. Particular attention is being focused on immediate response to the drug, the proper time-dosage relationship, and to the percentage of clinical and serologic cures following the various dosage schedules. Because of the importance of close and accurate observation of each case treated, special procedures have been established to assure a minimum follow-up period of twelve months.
At present, the optimum dosage schedule has not been determined. Primary and secondary lesions respond quickly to the drug and ordinarily the serologic test is rapidly reversed, but sufficient time has not elapsed to assure the permanence of these results. For this reason the treatment of syphilis with penicillin will be limited to the two designated centers until more information is available.
COMMON ERRORS OF DIAGNOSIS
The expectation that the diagnosis of a disease will be made by the laboratory technician or the roentgenologist is often the source of diagnostic errors made by physicians. Dr. Walter C. Alvarez of the Division of Medicine, Mayo Clinic,' says that, in many cases, the diagnosis "is not so much wrong as it is inadequate to explain the symptoms, and a far more important disease is overlooked." Other causes for poor diagnosis are:
(1) the tendency to accept, without hesitation, "one laboratory report which appears to be normal, or worse yet, is really on or well within the borderlines of normal," and (2) failure to recognize, as one of the most common diseases in the United .States, psychoneurosis and its relation to physical symptoms.
